
Ilistorv of the Church of Gotl (Seventh Day) - 'fhe Sabbath

1595 Niclrolas Borvnd's publishes "T'he Doclrine oJ'the Sabbath,
plainely layde "forth and soundly proved... " This docurnent
argued for tlre "rnoral and perpetual nature o[the Sabbath."
"...not only labor, but every fonn of recreation should be given
up on tlre Christian Sabbath (Sunday)." It was felt that the
tnoral decay of society r,vas directly linked to an unwillingness
to honor tlre Sabbath.

r6l8 King Janres I publishes the lJook r{'Spnrls which condemned
the Sabbatarianisrn of the Puritans and its undenninirrg of tlre
Anglican church.

t620 Puritans, the "persecuted saints," begin to settle in North
America at New Plyrnouth to escape the religious and political
situation in Englarrd. Sunday laws were olten rnairrtained witlr
heavy and severe penalties.

1632 Theophilus Braboume publishes the second of four volumes on
tlre SabbatlT, "A DeJbnce of that most Ancient, und Sacred
Orclinance of God.t, the Sabbath Day. " His four volumes,
published between 1628 and 1660, consistently defended the
Saturday Sabbath.

1650 First separate clrurch of record, Mill Yard church in London,
forrned to avoid enforcernent of the cornrnon day of worslrip by
the state church (Anglican chtrch).

1664 Steplren Murnford a Seventlt Day Baptist comes to America.
He united with tlte Newport Baptist church because there were
rro Sabbath keeping congregations.

167 I Convinced of the Sabbath and denounced in tlre clrurch, several
Seventh Day Sabbatlr keepers withdraw from the Newport
Baptist clrurclr. On Decernber 23'd the First Seventlr Day
Baptist church of Newport is established witlr Williarn Fliscox
as pastor, a "convert" of Steplten Munrford.

I 802 Gerreral Conference of Seventlt Day Baptists is organized in
America.



[Iistorv pf the Clrurch of God (Seventh Dav) - The Atlvent l{o-yement

I8I8 William Miller (1782-1849), veteran ol'the "War of 18 12," a
fanner corrverted fi'orn Deisrn in 1816, began to search the
scriptures arrd detennined frorn Daniel B: I 3-1 4 and 9:24-25 tbat
Christ would return in 1843.

l83l Miller begarr preaching that Christ would return in I843

I 838 Miller publishes his "'lividence.fi'am Scripture and Hi.strtry d
the Second Crnning rf'Christ, About the Year 1843."

I 839 Joshua V. Hirnes corrvinces Miller to be more aggressive in
proclaiming the advent message. He equipped Miller with a
large chart and edited two advent journals, New York's
Midrtight Cry and Boston's S,g,rs af the 7'imes.

1839- I 840 First Advent Conf-ererlce callecl for fellowship ancl study

r 84l Secorrd Adverrt Conference * ollen orrly to "adventists" where
lecturers are certil'iecl to prornote the advent rnessage,

r 843 Advocates arrd opposition exert pressul'e to set a date. Set
accorditrg to l-lebrew year, March l?., 1843 to March 12, 1844.

1844 New date estalrlished (deterrnined by S.S. Snow) as October 22,
1844. This day was the Day of Atonernent - tenth day of the
severrtlr rnonth (Leviticus 23:26-28; 25:9). Scripture about
"'tat'tying tinle" (l-labakkuk 2:3)

1844, October 22 - The Great Disappointrnent * return home to ridicule and
disillusionrnent.

L844, October 23 - I-lirarn Edson has a vision: the emor was not the date,
but tlre everrt. The idea of the "lnvestigative Judgment" is bom.

1845, April Final Advent Conference is held - Attendees reconfinned their
faith in the soon corning of Clrrist. Most decided that they were
rnistaken to set dates (few recognized Edson's interpretation).
Many retunred to the churclres they left. Several new churches
eventually catne out of this rnovement: Advent Clrristiarr
Clrurclr, Church of God Abraharnic Faith (Atlanta), Church of
God (Seventlr Day), Seventh Day Adventists.



1844

I 845

I 846

I 848

l 849

I 852

I 855

Rachel (Oakes) Preston, a Seventh Day Baptist wornan
convinces Methodist-Adventist nrinister, Frederick Wheeler,
pastor of the Washington, New Hanrpslrire, Christian clrurclr
about the truth of the Seventh Day Sabbath^ Slre in turn is
convinced of tlre Advent rnessage. The church becomes tlre
first Sabbatariatr Adventist congregatiorr.

Joseph Bates, accepts tlre Seventh Day Sabbath after reading
literature orr the Sabbath and visiting with Frederick Wlreeler.
He publislres his own tract, "T'he Seventh-day Sabballt a
Perpelual Sigtt, l;rom the Beginning, to tlte lintering Inlo the
Gates of'the tloly City, According lo the Commondn?enl. "
(1846) I{e sperrds his life teaching tlre rnessage of the Sabbatfi

Hirarn Edson, James White and Ellen (Hannon) White are
convinced of the Seventh Day Sabbatlr by Joseph Bates and
begin to observe it.

Sabbath Confereuces (6 or 7) are organized to prornote the
Sabbath, which they believed was tlre "third angel's tnessage."
(Revelation l4'.9- l2) Tlre principal speakers were Jarnes
Wlrite, Ellen White and Joseph IJates.

Jarnes White publishes l'he Present 'l'rutlt (eleven issues 1849-
I 850). A second publication is offere d, T'he Advent l?eview.
These publications are fused in 1950 to becotne the "Second
Advent lleview ancl Sabbath Heralcl (now Lbe Adventist
lleview). Much of the material conceming the Seventh Day
Sabbath was drawn directly frorn tlre Seventh Day Baptists.

Gilbert Cranrner, arr irnpofiant pioneer of the Church of God,
\r,a-s convincecl of the Sabbath by Joseph Bates and began to
observe it.

Advent Sabbath keepers adopted the sunset to sunset
obsewarrce of tlre Sabbath as practiced by the Seventh Day
Baptists. Prior to tlris Bates had been teaching a 6:00 PM to
6:00 PM Sabbath obseryance.
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Historry of the Church of God (S th Dav) - The Houe of Israel

Gilbert Crannrer ( l8 l4- 1903) experiences the "Great Disappoirrtlnent" on
the night of October 22,1844. Fle returns to be greeted by his wife at the
door with a snrile on her face and words that she knerv he would be back.

Hiram Edson's vision that October 22, 1844 was the date Christ entered
the Most t'Ioly Place in Heaven, not the date of His coming to earth.

Jarnes and Ellen G. White accept the Sabbath through the ministry of
Joseph Bates. 'l'hey take leadership of Adventists wlro accept the Sabbath

Gilbert Crannrer is convinced oflthe Sabbath through the ministry of
Joseph Bates and begins to observe it.

Flirarn S, Case and C.P. Russell begin publishing the "i4essenger of
Titrtlt" ( 1853- 1858). This paper opposed the leadership of James and
Ellen G. White. No copies of this paper are known to exist. Apparently it
challenged tlre visions o[Ellen White and her use of these visiorts to quell
dissent within tlre rnovenrent.

Gilbert Cranrner first nreets tlre Whites.

Gilbert Cranrner is relused a "recorllrlrendation of lellowship" (license to
preach) because he will not accept tlre visiorrs of E.G. White. Cranmer
refuses to accept the "shut-door" doctrine. He begins to preach
independently and raises several congregations in western Michigan.

These independerrt churches are organized into a conference, the Church
of Christ in Michigan. Cilbert Cranmer is the first president.

Merritt E. Cornell, persuaded of the Sabbath by Joseph Bates, establishes a
Seventh-day congregatiorr irr Marion, Iowa.

Janres and Ellen G. White persuade their followers to adopt the nanre
Seventh-day Adventist as their denorninational name.

Cornell introduces the visions of E.G. White in the Marion, Iowa churclr
which splits over the acceptance of her visions.

Gilbert Cranrner's Church of Christ in lvlichigan begins publislring the
"llrspe o.f'lx'ael" (usirrg the sarne press as tbe "Messenger o/ Tiuth.")
The Mariorr, Iowa churclr learns of tlre Michigan churches.

l'he Mariorl, lowa church adopts the name "Church of God."

'fhe "Hr4te o{ lv'ael" is nroved to Nlarion, Iowa and published under the
editorship of W.LI. Brinkerhoffarrd the Christian Publishing Association.

1866



Flistorv of the Church of od (Seventh Dav) - Ileliefs

r 863 Editor Enos Easton of 7'he Hope r{ Israel(florerunner of the llihle
Adwtcule) states the principles olthe paper.

"lleader * the Jirst numher rl l'he Hope af Israel is now before you. T'he author rf its
tille was ilte apostle Pqul. And ds vle stqrt out rviit a Bible title, yotr v,ill of cottr.se expect
Ihal it will be a Ilihle paper: and as yott will ilatltrally inquire wltat course u,e intend to
pursue, atd what principle.s we intend to adwtcate, v'e v,ill tty to irrform you itt asfew
v,ords as possible.

Irt conducting the Hope. llrc great head of the Church shall be oilr exanrple. As
v,hett He vvas reyiled lJe reviled nol again, so we shall neitlter retile those who oppose
us, nor xtffer arty otlrcr's to do so itt our colunnrs. We shall sland.firmly by what lhe Bible
reveals to he truth, tttt'tting neilher to the right nol the lett, .ftir f iend or foe. We shall
also heed Paul's admrnitiorr to 'l'imolhSt, "Preach lhe word; he instant in season, oul of
seqsoil; reprave, rehtke, exhnrt with all long nrffering and doctt'ine."

[Ten Principles Stated]
T'hese are in purl, the principles we shall advocole, contenditrg also lhcrt all the

gift.s arrd hlessittgs llwt once helcttrgecl lts the Church oJ'Chrisl, helong to the same churclr
irt all ages. Atrcl in lhe mcrirtlenonce of these, and other kindred principles, we solicit the
hecrrly co-olteration of all Grxl's cleur chi ldrerr. "

1888 The Gerieral Conlbrence in its 1888 session adopted the first recorded
"Articles of l;aith" tlrat have been preserved for us.

"'l'he follotvitrg Article .s tl'l;'aith eqtressittlg rnr helief in general, were adoltted in lieu of
former declaretions. IEight Declaratiorrs].

I 892 Articles u/ere arnended by the Conference to add the lollowing preanrble

"We lqke the Rihle ild the Rible olone a.t utr orily rule cffaith and practice. T'he

.{ollov,ittg are.x)trrc o{the lltitrg.r il teaches attd thal we helieve."

t9l7 Advocate editor, A. N Dugger published an enlarged statement of beliefs
containing 40 points entitled "What the Church of God Believes and
whv "

"Re ready alv,ays lo give qn cttt.ilyer lo any nrcw thal asketh yort a reosot, of the hc4te that
is itr yrru. " I Peter 3: I 5 [Forty points of Doctrine with Reasons/Scriptures].

7'he fot'egoitryfortlt pritrciples yvhiclt the "Church r{God" as a hocly accept ctrtd
hold to cts llible fact.r ore itefirtoble, und v,e helieve .should lte sounded to the wrtrld.
l;'orly more cottld likewise be given, crnel v,ltile lhet'e are o few minrsr rrcn-essential
dffirerrces, ittstead rll spetulitry4 lime atul energy di.scttssirtg them, let us ruilh one voice
sertd ortt lhe nrcssages.{rtr our duy. 7'he wqmirry cry, atrd messoges of .srnl salvcrtion for
the hrnn'musl go lo eurth'.s remolesl hound,s, and is ntst this lhe workfor lhe Church of
God, which shrnld, and must he composed of the people cf God, v,hose duty it is to not
spend all their tinte attd tulents/or selJ', furt devote.some time.for God? Askyrxrse$the
quesliott. Wrhat sm I doitrg.for Him ktday?"
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'l'he rvords "(Seventlr Day)" were added to the clrurch's lranre

1927 ln an effort to remedy the problem ol doctrinal disunity, the following
statentent was adopted by the Confbrence in regard to the Forty
Statemerrts (wlrich appear to have received oflicial status).

"No memher r$'the cottJbrence .shall teuch utry dactritrc in public whiclt is rtot believed by
tlte conference body, withaul cleat'ly slating ilruI xtch belief hcts tnl been endorsed by

the Olurrch o/'Gorl, but thal it is his rsw,tt individtml opirriotr."

Herbert Arrnstrong receives a ministerial license from Oregon State
Conlerence of the Chr.rrch of God (Seventh Day).

t923

193 I

1933 Dugger sends out a letter to the menrbership identi$ing seven areas of
doctrinal concenl. These were doctrines tlrat tlre "dissenters" supposedly
held in common: The wrong date lor the annual observance of the Lord's
Supper; the interpretation of tlre Seven Last Plagues as neither literal or
luture; the interpretatiorr of the'l'hird Angel's nlessage as neither a present
or future message fbr the Church of God; denial of tlre practice of tithing;
acceptance of the use of tobacco; the use of unclean meats for food; and
the denial of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. These areas of doctrinal concern
were accornpanied by other charges about the newly elected leadership of
the church. A response to these charges was offered in a letter by the A.
S. Christiarrson, Conlerence President and Roy Dailey, Secretary.

Dugger organizes a new orgarrization whiclr divides the church into two
ahnost evenly divided bodies. The Salern Conference publishes its own
Bible Advocate magazine. The original body continues to operate out of
Stanberry, Missouri.

t933 SALEM: Forty points of Doctrine are adopted orr November 4, 1933 at
Salenr, West Virgirria.

"htqsmuclt as the tlhrch as au organized ltody of believers accepts and upholds cerlain
lenels rl'.faith; snd qs llrc licen.sed, ancl ardairted minislers, and ofJicers of the Chrtch
have accepted lhess urticles rf faith tvitltout resenuliorts, and such at'e lhe faith of the
body at large, lhe sanre ure pultlished.folluuing, fuat each memlter may acquoirtt
lhentsclves better rvith thefuith of the (lhtclt rf God. I'l'imothy 3:15; 4:6,16: ,lolnt
7:16,17; ll 7'imorhy 3:1(t.17.

DOCTIllNl, SHALI- IN Al,l, cctses be according to the Holy Bible and
inasntuch as lhe Scriplttres cleurls, leach lhefollotvittgpoittts of doctrirrc, lhe same sre
listed os essenliols rl rnr fctith: IForty Points]

DOCT'lllNltS 7'AUGI'17-. No memher who teaches o doctrine conlrary to
crrry poirtt 14[otrt'esserttial.s oJ'.faith a:; lcnq4ltt by the boely and published lhrrnrgh our
lilet'ttture, eilher hy pt'ecept or exaruple, shall he cotrsiclered a mentlter, irr gtsctd slanding
of this body.

Adr4tletl Noyemher 4, 1933, al Salom, W. l'irginia in rntisrm h)t members
r$ the'lv,elve, lhe Severt, atd lhe Sevenly, v,lut were present al tlte rectrganizatiott after
em all night ard tlay q/'Jhstirrg und prcryer. "

,)



1937 ST'ANBERRY. Staternent of Forty points of l)octrirre listed in the Rihle
Acfvocate as reproduced lrom their tract. "A cornpilation of beliefs held
by the Church of God, in general. Not a statement of a creed, but of faith
irr the Word."

"Church of Gad" ministers ond laymett are aflett asked about the belief and
teaching rf the church. "Does your chtrrch lruve a creed which all members ore bound

to believel" "1.[),o,, bolieve in liberty o.f tlruught ancl individtml Rihle shdSt, are there any
teachirrgs ott whiclt yau all agree/" "ltr whal way are y(mr ministet's limited in their
preaching? " T'hese Gre sofie rf the cluesliotts and vve *re glad to present sn anstver la
lheru. Perhaps the hest way to do so is lo reprodttce our {racl, "14'hat {he Clrurch of God
Believes and Why," cotnpleleb,. Although this tt'act wus wrillert a numher of years ago, it
still records the fundanrerttal Bihle teuchhrys on which all the Church of God ag"ee. We
reprodtrce the exact wordirry of the cover page o-f the tract in ils lalesl edition, atrd
.{olloruitrg it, llte cortlents of tlte tract. [Forty Points listed with Reasons].

7'he rtregoing are principle.s v,hiclt the "Clrurch of God" as a body acceltt atrd
hold as Bible.facts. The greal +vork rl'the chut'ch is to cat'ry the Gospel Message to all
lhewot'lcl. Intheseclosingdast.softintejustheforethecomingoJ'Christirtglory,alltnrc
followers of the Lord shrnld hst,e arr crclive part itr thi.s Gospel wctrk. When Jests does
cofire, may allwho read these words, be incfuded in the number rtf whom it is ssid, "Here
is lhe patience of the sqints: here are they 111a1 keep the contmatdnrcnts of God, and lhe
faith d'Jexts. " llevelation l l: I 2

7'he only lest rf fellov,ship itt lhe Church, is God's lesl, as gitten in llevelatiort
l4:12, "...here are they thot keep lhe comnwrtdments of God and thefailh of ,lesus." T'he
'laith of ,Iems" also re.ferred to qs "lhe leslimony of ,lews" meuns the teachings rf
Jerus. And He taught the acceptcurce cf' the v,ltole Rihle as the Word of God. The
keeping of the conrnrutrdntenls is nrcnliotrcd, becatrse eu the Sabbath has always been a
.tigtt o/'the true people $ tiotl, the Lortl hrcw lhct itr the lost days the keepittg rf all lett of
lhe commandmenls, irtc{udirtg the lnrc 7'h dcty Sahhath, wcrukl be the greutest test.

T'he Bihle reveals to us the greal plan r{ salvation lhrough Christ. Bul many
passages in the Rihle do not htrve o direct hearing cm this plan of salvatiort. 1'here are
books oJ'history pt'ofitahle.for us lo sludy in order that we nmy not make the ruislakes of
tlrc people of the pa.sl. 7'ltere at'e chaltters of prophecyu,hichwere v,rillen.for the people
r2f' u ce t'ttrirr lime itr lhe past. Otlrcr chopters of Strophecy relale lo everrts yet.ftthte, sonre
tl'v,hich tvill trut he Jful/illetl until cfter the coming t$ the Lord. A v,rndetrtrl spiritual
hlessirtg is foutrd in the slucly oJ'these pt'ophecies. l'et a perfecl under.slanding of them is
nrsl mctde a requirentenl lo salvaliott. lt has beett truly soid llmt "lltere are trc) Itott-
essentials in the plan oJ'salvaliort." Rut there are mony things irt lhe Bible which are rrctl
included in tltese essential.s of .salvatiott. Church of God members and mini.sters ft'eely
disctrss all parts of the llible. We procluim witlt otrc voice, lhe mes,sage of salvaticsil tllnt
Christ qnd lhe kee1titrg r{the commqttdntenls of Gad as u revtlt rf the ltn,e oJ'God in the
heart, wlriclt the finding of His salvuliott, brings. We procloim the Rible as the divinely
irtspired v,orc{ of God alt r{ the llihle lnte cutd irrspired, ancl trct other divitte revelaliorr
given lo mqn, but the Bible. Ort lhe plart of .salvaliotr, perfecl urtity; on the parts of the
Bible trcl ct direcl part of llrc plan of salvaliott - charity.

Every memher gives lo every olher the same privilege he asks for himself - lltal
r7/'./i'eel.y .ttuclyittg, tuxl explaittintr; llte resull.s oJ-this persornl shtdy, lo others. l'hus we
vyork together in hunnony ond uttilst, qs Gocl's childrett, ltroclaimirg lhe gospel fi,essage
af salvatiott thru Christ rvho will soon come to eurth in the cluds rf glory lo receive all
*vho hat,e heenfaithful to lhcir lrusl.
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1937 The ministerial crederrtials of Hertrert Anustrong are revoked. He was
selected as one of the Seventy in the Dugger reorganization in 1933; He
began "The Radio Church of God" irr 1934. He departed frorn the
doctrine ofl the church in the observance of the arurual Hetrrew fbstivals
and the identificatiorr of the English-speaking peoples as tlre posterity of
Joseph. 'l'hese concepts alienated hirn fronr the Salern Conierence.

t942 Arr atternpt to reunite the Salem and Stanberry conferences fails

1947 A Unity Cornnrittee is appointed composed of three representatives from
each Confbrence: Salem was represented by E. A. Straub, K. FI. Freeman,
and W. W. McMicken. Stanberry was represented by S- J. Kauer, L. I.
Rogers, and Charles Adarns. It was moderated by A. E. Lidell, a neutral,
w,ho was respected by leadership in each conferettce.

1949 I\4emberslrip of each conlerence voted overwhelntingly to merge. The
statement of beliefs (38 / 39 points). "lVhat tlre Chr"rrclr olGod Believes
And Wlry" carried this lorward.

"I;ORI WARD -- 7'hi.s Ttamphlet is utmytliecl arrcl set frtrlh a,s Arlicles of Be lief of the
Clnu'clt of Gocl (Seventlt Dqt) irr cuts\vet' to those seekirryg such infortncrliott. Sltould the
drnswer to these incptirie.s he lefr b an individusl it woukJ be dilficult to give.full
informaliorl Al.to there mighl be o tendetrclt to irt.serl persotwl ideas atd oltittiotts.

It i.s tlterefrtre cleemedfittitry and 1st'oper thcrt we selforlh the.ftillcttvirrg
Articles of llelief which were agreed upan hy a convsnlian of miri.rlers, church officers,
and ollter leaders of the (.'hurclt, cr.s beirry tlte e.ssenlictl doc{rinefrtr llrc Churclt.

GROW IN GRACI| Since tlte llihle teuches iltut lhe peolsle of God are to grow irt g'ace
and hrowledge oJ rnr l-ot'd cud Scrvior,lexts Chrisl, we do not regord these Articles of
BelieJ'crs a closed cree<i. Mirtislers and members of lhe Church are admortished lo sludy
fte Eible. &tggested nevt light may be presented lo the h,{irristeriul Coutrcilfor it.s

cottsideration. Coktssiarts I:9,1A; ll 7'imctthy 2:15,3:15,16; ll Peter l:19-21;3:18;
,lohtt 5:39; ,Jantes 5:39; Jume.s /:-i; I l)eler 2:2; lsaiah 31:l(t."

I 950 A condition of the merger was tlrat the base of operations would not be in
Salem, West Virginia or Starrberry, Missouri. Conference operations were
rnoved to Denver, Colorado.

I 950 Back t<l Salern nrovement by tlrose rejecting tlre rnerger. "How the 40
points of' Doctrine Adopted by the Salenr Church of God, were Changed
by the Unity Comrnittee, and not Reported to the Ministers of the Salem
Group, But were Told - No Doctrine Had Been Sacrificed." The
following irrtroductiorr and conclusion is offered in the Salem, Advcscale of
7hrrh.

"lrttrsttttrch cr.s lhe (lhurclt os qn tn'gatized bocly c{ helievers qccepls crtrd upltolds cerlairt
lefiet.t offailh: il,kl ds lhc licettsetl, otrul ordqirrctl ntinislers, atd rlJicers t{the Clntch
lwve accelttecl lhese urlicle.s oJJbilh willtortl yesetyaliott, and stch is tltefailh cf the body
al large, llte sqne are puhlisltedJbllorvitrg, thut eaclt menthenncty erct1uairfi lhent.selves
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betler v,ith lhe L)hn'ch of God. ll 'l'imothy'3: l5: ,Jolrrt 7:16,17; ll 'l'imothy 3:16,17.
'l'he.se cu'licles q/'J'aith crre rnl lo be cott"stt'ued as q clo.sed creed, cts /lrc

Church aJ God stands readttat all times to crxrsiderfurther light tf the llfble. ll 7'imothy
2: 15
l)OcT']llNES -* Drsctritte shull itr ull cases he uccordinp; lct llte Hollt B;111s and ittusntuch
as lhe Scriptut'es clearly teuch the follon,ing poirils of doclt'ine, llrc sofirc are lislecl os
essential of our faitlr. [fifty Points of Doctrine Listed].

AttSt n1i11i:;1er vho leoclrcs otty doctritrcs cottlt'*ry lo tttty \toitil of ottt'
es.gentials oJ'JLrilh as laugltl hy lhe hod1t, and puhlislrcd iltrouglt out' literattn'e, eilher by
precepl or exanrple, shall ttol he corr.sidered q mitrisler o{the t)hut'ch of God.

'l'lte rtrigitttrl 4A Prsinl.t rtf lloctrine w'e hereitt incrtr1srx'ated, luvitrg heerr
eslahlished in the ),ear 1933, arrd wet'e accepled b-1t tlrc miili.clerial corumillee assembled
al Solem, Wesl Yirgittitr, lv{at'c:h 5, 1950. 7'he inchuled l0 tloctritrcs were eslahli.shed hy
llrc Aposlolic Liturtcil ut Sulettr, lVest L'irgitrictdurirrg tlrcir canferettce,.luly 7-15."

WAIINING B1,l;Ollli l)l:;S'l'ltll{"1'lOlV l}aJbre yi.sititrg Ili,s.ittdgwettts upotr the
wic:kecl, God ha,s ctlv'cr),.r givetr clnlslc v,urtting. lle wcrntecl the world heJbre il wtrs
de.;tt'oyetl h),wcttct': He v,trt'nec{ Sodonr atrcl Grsnrctrrah lte.ftn'e ruitritry.t'ire attd hrimslone
upon lhem; f'le wunrcd'l'fl'e otul Si&ttr, Nitrcvelt antl RubS'lttrr, trtrtl fle is slill xut'tting
lhis presertl n,icked v,ot'td. 'l'hi.s tt'ut'ttirry he./ot'e.itdgmetil hus crln'crys been posilive arrcl
rle-finite. 'l'here hss beerr rro lru$-x'cry, ot'midclle r{tlrc road prtlicl: in lhis messoge.

7'he "Church oIGtxl," ltqs heeil called lo give cle./irite urtd Ttrssitit,c
nrcssoge of Gctcl's penclirtg juclgtleilts. 7'he Scven Lasl l'lagtre't dt'e contitrg cutd tltere is
tto xt(t)t oJ'escalse excepl hS;.161va17111,r. T'hi.s is tlrc messag;e of v.'ctt'rtitry, atd lhe leuders rtf
l/tis tttottenrottl at'e rutl goittg to permil llrc u.'ot'k lrs he di.y'trpled hy receivittg erlefi otte
trrittisler inlo lhe t,lhurch r{'Gocl *'ln opprsses this mes.tage, nr slarrds on lhe.fence,
u,ithoul xrfiicierrt sytiriltiul e{eci.siott kt krrotv tvltich sicle lo gel rtff'on. A4itristets who lell
)totr lhey clo nol kttotv, v,lwlher lhe scvett lusl plagues ore posl ot'Jhlure, rtr v,hellrcr llrc)t
arefigut'ctlive or literal, are men lhat qre not lecl hy the Hollt $pif i1, hul mert who herve
.sancli.fiecl lhetnse lres. Such tnen clo ttol ctesen,e to he strltgsorted v'ilh llrc holS, lilhe atd
hy the .tucrifices oJ tlte true cltilclren o/'Gocl.

We pt'ai"se God.{ot'hcrvirtg led the clrurclt txrl of catqftt.riort tnrd ltovirtg
directed his yseople into lhe lrttllt atul unit): o{ the .rpirit. 7'his i.s irdeed tlrc true
ot'gcrttiztrtirsil atkl tlrc hride of tlhri.rt. '!'lte churclt $ Gotl hu.r grtte lhrouglt greol
It'ihrlalirnt hut has cotne ()rtl vicltst'iotrs.

-- Elcler A. N. Dugger. "

195 I Midwest I'lreological Sertinary is started in Stanberry, Missouri with Burt
Marrs as its president (Changed to l\4idr.vest Bible College in 1953)

l96l Forward to the l96l edition of "Doctrinal Beliels of the Church of God
(Seventh Day)

"Herein qre pt'esenlecl lhe.firtrdctmenlal doclritrul belie./,t (r'itlt strl4trsrlitry Scriptures) af
lhe Church r$Gocl (Settetrlh l.)ctSt) trs have been delermined utd accepled by lhe
lVtittistericr{ Cautrcil of the clrurch.

7'hese, howevet', clo nol cotr.stilute cr ckt.red creed. V'he Church af Gctd
hol+l:; itse$'open ftt' .spirittrut grorvlh urd.{or new utttl better understancliilg (lf the Ilihle
as the Lot'c{ see,s best lo revefil sante.
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Neillrcr are these all the e.stabli^shed doctrinal helieJs of the Chn'ch of
God. 'lltis panphlet is uil1t designed lo set.fitrlh the cardinal teachinS;s of the chtch
which fornr the hasis Jbr its united work in the preaching af the plan af salvalion. Write
to ilte puhli.shers frn' infur'ntutiotr concenring Scriptural whject.s not dealt with in this
v,ot'k, qnd alsrs.ft;r'literqture v,hich setsfctrth in detail the Scriptttrcrl position held by the
cfutrch ofi nn,ty af the rub.jects li.sted herein.

T'he Church o/ God believes that there is a nrurked dffirence hetweetr
what the Bible teaches and that which is taught to he Scripfiral truth by the orthodax
churches rf the vyorld, ancl since it i.s trtth that makes menfree (,lohn 8: j2), it behooves
evety irrdividual to stud), careJfully that he migltl find it and sttrnd assproved before God
(ll T'imothy 2: l5). " [38 Points of Doctrine follow]

1974 Forward to the 1974 edition of "Doctrinal Beliefs of the Church of God
(Seventh Day) Statements # 25 "The Kingdom" and # 26 "Millennial
Reign of Christ are deleted and replaced by # 3l "The Kingdom." An
irrterpretation ol' # 37 "Marriage and Divorce" was adopted.

" Hereitt are pt'esenlecl llrc doctrittcrl helie./.s of tlrc Cfutrch $ Gocl (Seventh Day) witlt
getrcral c{Jices irt l-)ertve r, (itlot'cuto. 'l'hese stalefirc,tls v,ere revi.tcd and adopled by the
1974 .sessiotr rf the North Americatr llegiorrul Ministerisl Council which serves llte
{lhurch ol Goc{ (Seventh Day) irr the Uttited States attd Canqda.

'l'he.se stotente,tt.t do tust crsttstitnte a closed creed. 'l'he Church o/God is
apett to spirihruf g'owlh artd to lhe new arrd belter understanding of the Bible.

7'his pcrmphlet i.s desigtted to set /orth the cardinol teachirry of the cfutrch
wlriclt Jttrnr the hasi.s.fitr its urtiled wot'k itr pt'eaching the plan ctf scrlvalion.

1'he Church of God believes that there is a nrca'ked dffirence between
what the Bihle leucltes atd wlnt is taughl lo he Scriptural trulh by nrutrS, churche.s. Il is
Ituth lltot ntakes mettft'ee (.lohn 8:32). ll hehooves ever! itrdivicfiml to study the Bihle
carefirlly tofind truth and starrl oplsroved hefitre God (ll 7'imothy 2:15)" [37 Points of
Doctrine lollorvl.

t976 Mirristerial Training Center (MTC) begins its first year of operation under
the directiorr of Ray Straub. The narne was soorl changed to Sunrrnit
School of Theology (SS'l')

t978

I 978

Forward renrains essentially the same. Statenrent # 27 "Church
Financing" was clrarrged to reflect a new understanding of the Biblical
principle of titlring.

Itrternational Ministerial Congress organized and adopted a Staternent of
Faith which currently stands as adopted. (Various interpretations of these
statenrents lrave been adopted by tlre Congress at its subsequent sessions.)

Forward renrains essentially the sanre. Staternent # 24 "Clean and
Unclean" was clranged to offer new wordirrg.
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I 984

I 986

"1. (iroce atrd l-atv

I 986

r 988

1992

Forward renrains essentially tlre same. Staternent # 24 "Clean and
Urrclean" is again charrged to offer new wording.

Ministerial Courrcil discussed three related issues: l) the Gospel and the
Law; 2) the Importance of Doctrine, and 3) the Church's ldentity, Nature
and Mission. Tlre lollowing Statement ol Consensus was adopted
unanimously:

lVe qre .savecl h1.' God's grace thrrngh failh in (he persorr and -finished
w,ork of ,le.vrs Chtist. 'l'his grace and solvation demand.s our ohedient
resl)onse, inqtires rnr obedienl reqtonse and emprswers our obedient
req)on.\e. 7'herefnre, becmrse it i.s Gctd's gr{rce whiclt leads lct holy Iivirtg
and ahediettce ralher than holy livittg and ohedience which lead to God's
g'ace, God'.s grace shoukl receive the g'cater emphasis, but nol vvithout
trrcrirrlairri ttSq a pt'(ry)er bulattce.

IL 7'1rc hnportcurce of Doctritte

All o/ ottr tloclrinul he lieJs at'e ver)) irnporlatil itr lltcr{ llrcy express to llte
hest oJ'otrr present unclerstatding lhe lruth of lhe Bihle- But ttot all of our
doctrine,s slrctre lhe strnrc pilry]ose or enqtha.ris. 'l'his we hove recogtized
by re-u'det'irt2; out'cloclrittcrl heliefs .\laleweilt.t urrler tlte lteadings "Relief
and Solvaliorr (Doctrines thal lleveal Salvation)," "Chrisliatr Aclictrr
(!.)oclritrcs that lleveal llespott.sibility)," and "Sndy and llesearch
(l.)trctritrcs lhqt lleveal l,earned 7'rulh)."

Ill. 'l'he Mi.ssiur attd Me.rscrl4e ofOur (-lhurclt

'l'he (.lhurch r/'Got{ (Severrth Dafl exists, /irsl, to 1x'oclaitn the gospel cf
.rcrlvatirsrt tltrortgh ./hilh irt ,)efit.c (lhri.st. Sccotrcl, tl're Clturch of God
(Sicvetillt DaS,) cxi:;ls to ltrrtclainr u urtitlue utder.slanding of llihle trulh."

Staternent # 30 "Churclr Nanle" was changed to incorporate our
understanding of tlre nature of the Church and renanred, "Tlre Church."

Staternent # I I "The Lord's Supper" was charrged to place less emphasis
olr tlre date arrd fi-equency and rnore on tlre meaning of this irnportant
event.

Statements # 2 "Jesus, the Son of God" and # 23 Pre-existence of Christ
were replaced by a statement on "God the Son."
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t992 Adopted the lollowirrg nrotiorr in regard to a report of a cornmitLee on
"Scriptural Prirrciples lbr Sabbath Observance."

"lt4avetl lhat the North Americtttt Arlittisterial Council atrcutuge the l-iterature
Commiltee to develolt artd dislriltule severql gospel btxtklets protnotittg the marry
positive and bene.ficial aqsecls r{ Sahberth observattce: the Sabbath is God's graciorts
giJi to all mar*ind and it speaks a po.sitive and much needed "Good News" message oif
resl, redentptiot, emd relaliotsltiSt; (jod conlinues lo cotnnmnd tlul we rentember lhe
Sshhath is holy and blessed, and that hy; keeping and participatirtg with its intent, we
find its ble.ssirrg realfor hilmqt*itrd.

Be itfurther tttoved tlteil, because li.sts of "appropria{e" v.t.
"inuplsropriale" Scrbhctth beltaviors which ore develaped by meil, ilo utalter how well

intentioned, at'e inadecltmte itr sc(4)e , clivi.sive irt nalure and easilst ahused in practice, lhe
Norlh Americatt Mitristerial Coutrcil .specifical11, declines to becctnrc involved in the
developmenl tf' .such lists rtr itr argumertls coficentittg them. "

1994 Adopted a conrplete revision of the doctrinal statements that combined
certain statenrents and reworded others. [27 Points ol DoctrineJ New
Forward reads.

"'l'he Cfutrclt o/'Grd (Sevenlh DcrSi, willr crtlmini.rtrutive olJice,r irt l)envet', Colrtrado,
LISA, i.r ettgugec{ itt clisciplins4lsct4tlcJbt'llrc l,ot'cl,Jesrc (.lhri,st, atrct irt instructitrg thenr
in lhe gloriut.s, ble^ssecl lrttlhs o{Gocl's LVord. 'l'he twentst-.teven clctclrinal "tlateilrents of
llre Churclt of God (Seventh Dcty) at'e cuilctined in this booklet.

T'he.se sloten,et,ts hove been revised ond ock4tted hy the Nortlt American
Mirristerierl Council, crnnprised of the entire miristerisl body of tlte Chrch, itr ils
meeling d' 1991. l'hey clo nol represertt a clo.ced creed.

7'he Churc'lt rl Gocl (Sevenlh Day) has always been, andwill crsrttitrue trt
be, open trs spirituctl grawlh and deepet'understartdirtg of the llible. T'herefore, these
slatements of belie.f rept'esent the ()hurch's hesl understanding of the Bible al the present
lime. "

Amended Statenrent # 3 "Jesus Christ, the Son" by adding, "He is of the
sarne substance as the Father."

t996

8


